Now, I asked him at that time if they had any
lockout procedure or any locks.  I was told,
no, they didn't.  As a matter of fact, they
had to go to town and buy them.

Mr. Shanholtz could not recall how much time he gave the
respondent for abatement of the citation, but he indicated
that he usually fixes less than a week as the abatement time
on citations such as the one in question (Tr. 53).  He con-
firmed that the electrical equipment being worked on by the
electrician on February 26, was not energized, and while
locks were near the switches, they were not used to lock out
the switch.  He stated that he spoke with the electrician and
the control room operator.  However, the control room oper-
ator was in the control room and not with the electrician who
was doing the work, and while the control room operator could
not see the electrician from the switch house control room,
he was aware that the electrician was doing some work (Tr.
60).

Mr. Shanholtz stated that he abated the order after the
switch was locked out, and after a lockout procedure was
established in writing and the employees were instructed in
its use (Tr, 59-61).  However, when he issued the citation on
January 7, he spoke with several employees who worked on the
equipment, and they had no knowledge about any lockout
procedures (Tr. 61).  The employees were aware, of a procedure
for de-energizing the power source by turning off electrical
equipment which was being worked on, and this procedure was
in effect (Tr. 62).  Mr. Shanholtz stated that MSHA "doesn't
recognize simply throwing a switch as a safe procedure" (Tr.
63).  He reiterated that when he spoke with superintendent
Burdette Fox on January 6, Mr. Fox advised him that they had
no locks to physically lock out the switches and simply shut
the door to the switch house (Tr. 65).

Mr. Shanholtz stated that he observed a large number of
burned out motors in the yard when he was at the mine on
January 7, and he believed that they were from electrical
equipment in the switch house.  Based on this, he assumed
that since no lock-out procedures were established that work
on these motors had been conducted prior to January 7 without
locking out the electrical equipment (Tr. 67-68).

Mr. Shanholtz stated that a lock would add to the safety
of the equipment if it de-energized because it would prevent
the equipment from being energized or turned on electrically
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